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Pastor’s Note
Reflections on EasterLife

April flew by!  Palm Sunday and 
Holy Week.  Easter Brunch and 
Celebration of  the Resurrection.  
Dedication Sunday for the Memorial 
Foyer.  A baptism for a great 
grandchild of  the church.  Whew!  

Jesus Easter message to the 
disciples - that he was going ahead of 
them - came to mind repeatedly.  
Jesus seemed to be running FAR 
ahead of  me, sometimes.  And I felt 
almost as though I was struggling to 
keep Him in view.   

Yet the month also contained 
those moments of  grace and peace in 
which I felt that, if  only for a 

moment, Christ turned and met me 
face-to-face.  

Do you know the kind of  
moments I mean?   

Once or twice the Risen Christ 
met me in a Bible passage that spoke 
clearly to my heart.  

Another time, He spoke through 
another person’s words of  forgiveness  
and promise, words I didn’t expect to 
hear.  

Once, it was on the phone, with 
someone who was looking to the 
church to help out financially,  taking 
literally God’s promise to provide 
that which we need. 

Where did you meet the Risen 
Christ this last month?  Was 
forgiveness made real to you?  Was 
some hope restored?  Was there love 
revived, or compassion restored?  All 
these are signs of  EasterLife, being 
lived right “ahead of  us”  

 How can we keep our eyes open 
for him in the month ahead?  

Grace and Peace,

Pastor Cindy

The dogwood tree blooms 
during the Easter season 
at Philo Pres.  
Have you told a child the 
legend of the dog wood, 
and it’s tie to the joy of 
Easter? 
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The Sunday School students will lead worship on 
Mother’s Day, May 10.  

Sr. Hi’s continue their preparations for their 
Mission Trip to Cass Lake.  One of  their major 
sources of  funding is “Rent a Teen”.  If  you need 
some extra help around the house or yard this 
spring, give Mary Simon a call (684-9914) to arrange 
for a crew from the Youth Group.  Donations are 
gratefully accepted.

JAM is finishing up its first year.  

Parenting Your Teenager . . . a video based 
discussion group for families with tweens and teens 
will be offered in May/June.  Our curriculum is 
from Blue Fish Ministries, and features Dr. and Dr. 
Les and Leslie Parrot.  The topics they cover include  
identity, turmoil, rebellion, and legacy. This Bible 
study leaves room for open discussion, but also gives 
the leader plenty of  material to work with. 

If  you have teenagers, you are invited to come 
and participate in this group to find out how all of  us  
can meet the challenges and opportunities of  
helping our young people navigate this exciting and 
sometimes difficult era of  their lives.  If  you are 
interested, call Pastor Cindy, 684-2317, to 
participate.

Our church farm can help farm families in Peru 
become self-sufficient and strong. 

Here’s how it works:
Members and friends of  Philo Presbyterian are 

invited to “invest” part of  the input costs (for seeds, 
fertilizer, fuel, etc.) for an acre or a portion of  an 
acre of  farming.  The proceeds from crops grown on 
our dedicated acres will be donated to the Chota 
Project in Peru.  This project helps subsistence 
farmers learn and manage irrigation techniques, and 
works with school children as they learn to grow 
vegetables that will enrich their diets, both at home 
and at school.  

Bottom line:  Your gift of  input costs ($142/acre 
- you can give any part of  an acre . . . ) will be 
multiplied by our farm.  Please put FRB in the 
memo section of  your check.

Heifer International helps address 
hunger issues, world wide, by providing 
livestock to poor families.  The first 
offspring of those livestock are passed 
on to neighbors in need.   

Recently, Philo Presbyterian sent an offering that will 
provide a flock of chicks, and a flock of geese and 
ducks.  Thank you for your generosity!

Sunday School 
and Youth Groups 
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Happy Mother’s Day 
(left)  
Sunday School leads 
worship on Mother’s 
Day. 

(right) 
Heifer International 
thanks Philo 
Presbyterians for the 
gift of a flock of ducks 
and geese, and a flock 
of chicks, recieved at 
Easter 2009.

Deacons Report
next meeting:  May 13th 11:30 am

Food Resource 
Bank 
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<<<<An ammonite “fossil” in glass
__________________________________________
What’s George Clooney doing in our Family 
and Friends section?  
That’s for a certain young actress to know 
and you to find out!

In and out of  the Hospital:
Mark Lovingfoss
Karen Talbott is scheduled for some repair surgery 

the first of  June.  She is grateful that the cancer that 
caused her original operation has not returned at all!  

Others with health concerns for your prayer list: 
Karen Silver, Bob Lauchner, Virginia Lovingfoss and 

Glenn Shipley, and Mark Lovingfoss.
Congratulations to Donny Pratt, who recently 

received a promotion to Private First Class.   Way to go!
Tammi O’Neill called from her family’s new home in 

Edwardsville.  She and Caroline have continued to travel 
with Caroline’s show.  This summer Brent will join them 
for the run in Spain.  In addition, Caroline was cast as a 
flower girl in “Up in the Air” a movie shot in St. Louis 
recently.  In one scene she dances with the star, George 
Clooney!  Nice!  

Tammi has found a new church home in 
Edwardsville, so we transfer her membership with many 
blessings for our years together here at Philo Pres.

Jordan Herald and her stepfather Richard 
Englehardt are deployed on opposite sides of  
Afghanistan.  Keep them in your prayers.  

Lisa Boucek, Rachel Reed and Pastor Cindy 
displayed glass creations at the Artists Against AIDS show 
in Champaign in April.  Together, we raised more than 
$300 to help fund AIDS research.  And we got to be 
artists, too!

Bob Kramer sends greetings from his winter quarters 
in Georgia.

The Silvers - Bob and Barbara - are back from their 
winter in Florida. 

Congratulations to our Graduates:  Lynn Evans 
earned his Masters of  Divinity degree.  Congratulations, 
and blessings on your future ministry, Lynn!

Tom Siders recieved a Masters of  Fine Arts degree 
from Rice University, in Trumpet Performance.  

Arthur Baker graduates from the University of  
Illinois and is headed to Law School in Miami, FL. 

Karen Pratt has earned her Associates Degree at 
Parkland, in Early Childhood Education.

Donny Pratt and Jared Spoonemore graduate from 
Unity High School. 

We also have two eighth grade graduates:  Caleb 
Reed and Jacey Spoonemore. 

Family and Friends:
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http://www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=8686&id=1659603410
http://www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=8686&id=1659603410


Sunday Monday Tuesday Wed’ay Thursd’y Friday Saturday

3 4 
Session, 7

5 
Choir, 6:30

6
JAM, 3;30
Lydia Circle, 
7 p

7
Bible Study

8 9

10
Happy 
Mother’s Day
SS students lead 
worship

11 12
Men’s 
Coffee & 
Conversation 
9 a

Choir, 6:30
Worship 
Team, 7:30

13
Deacon’s 
Meeting, 
11:30,
Jupiter’s 
Champaign
JAM 

14

Presbytery 
Meeting in 
Effingham,
10-3

15 16

17

Choir in Worship

18 19
Men’s 
Coffee & 
Conversation, 
9 a
Choir, 6:30

20 21
Ascension 
Day

22 23

24 25
Memorial 
Day

26
Men’s 
Coffee & 
Conversation, 
9 a

Choir, 6:30
VBS 
Planning @ 
CUMC

27 28 29 30

31
Pentecost Sunday!  
New Orleans Jazz 
Machine leads 
worship

Don’t forget to 
check the 
website:
www.philopres.
com

Birthdays                                                             
1 - Grace Brock                                                                             23 - Barbara Burlew
4- Kirk Kirkland                                                                                            Dirk Rice
12 - Jan Siders                                                                                31 - Kailee Talbott

13- Ed Bowers                                                              Anniversaries
21 - Rudy Melzer                                                                            21 - Bob and Barb Silver                  
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